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I would like to take this opportunity to welcome each of you to the Commonwealth of Virginia.  It is a great privilege for Virginia to host such a distinguished group and we are all honored.  Let me also thank each of you for your commitment to the most important part of the law enforcement profession, that of seeking the truth.


On behalf of the citizens of Virginia, I would like to extend an invitation to each of you to take some time to enjoy some of Virginia’s history and sights while you are here.  Nearby you find historic Georgetown and just to the south are the civil war battlefields of Manassas, Fredericksburg, and Richmond.  Beautiful Appomattox, where our nation reunited is just a few hours away by car, as well as Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Virginia Beach.  I hope you will find the time to enjoy some of these sights during your visit.  Again, let me say how honored I am to be here today.


Polygraph and the American Polygraph Association have played important roles in the Virginia State Police.  The use of polygraph, within our department, dates back to the late 1950’s.  One of our first polygraph examiners was an investigator named Spike Rainey.  Spike was trained by Leonard Keeler and it is reported that he ran the first polygraph examination for the Virginia State Police with the instrument sitting on a Coca-Cola crate.  Spike is remembered in that he always wore a white smock and took each examinee’s temperature, blood pressure, and pulse rate before each exam.


In 1961, the Department began sending its examiners to the National Training Center of Lie Detection in New York.  One of the co-owners of that school was Cleve Backster.  A special bond developed between Cleve and the Virginia State Police.  That bond, I am proud to say, has lasted 37 years.  In 1963, Cleve started his own school, the Backster School of Lie Detection in New York.  It is with great pride that I say that Cleve Backster has trained 62 members of the Virginia State Police to be polygraph examiners.  In addition to their initial training Cleve has attended all but two of our yearly polygraph in-service schools.  I would personally like to thank Cleve Backster for his commitment to polygraph and to the Virginia State Police.


With the exception of the federal government, the Virginia State Police has one of the largest polygraph programs in the United States.  We currently have 27 licensed examiners, who conduct examinations in eight field offices.  In addition, our examiners often go into the field to conduct examinations at and for other law enforcement agencies.  Our top ranking polygraph examiner is Lt. Colonel Wayne Garrett, who is the Director of the Bureau of Criminal Investigations.  Our commitment to polygraph has been a successful one.  From January 1, 1988 until July 1, 1998, the Department conducted 11,150 criminal polygraph examinations.  Of that number 4,374 tested deceptive on the relevant issue.  Our examiners solicited confessions or admissions from 1,752 of those who tested deceptive.  To me, that is 1,752 crimes that may not have been solved if not for the use of polygraph.  This is why we feel the use of polygraph as an investigative tool is so important to the law enforcement profession.


In addition to conducting criminal polygraph examinations, in 1987 our Department began using polygraph for screening applicants.  With the help of Cleve Backster a pre-employment examination was developed and I am proud to say that this pre-employment examination has been the model for many police departments throughout the country.  From January 1, 1988 until July 1, 1998, we tested 3,469 applicants for sworn and non-sworn state police positions.  I can’t estimate the dollars that the polygraph has saved this department on man-hours conducting background investigations on those who were disqualified by the use of polygraph.  As we all know, the courts have been reluctant to allow the results of polygraph examinations into evidence but there have been several cases in Virginia where polygraph has been used to decide a person’s fate.  These cases have shown that Virginia relies on polygraph results.


In 1983, we began our own quality control review of examinations.  In this program, every fifth criminal test and all deceptive pre-employment examinations are reviewed for procedure and accuracy by a Quality Control Officer.


To ensure that our examiners remain proficient, we require that each examiner attend a 16-hour yearly polygraph in-service school.  Additionally, most of our examiners belong to professional groups including the American Polygraph Association.  For your information we have ten examiners attending this seminar as a part of our continuing education program.  So you can see, polygraph is very important to the Department of State Police.  From the days of running polygraph examinations on Coca-Cola crates to the modern day movement to computer polygraph systems, we here in Virginia remain committed to the accuracy and integrity of polygraph.


In closing, let me say that in past years polygraph has been feared by the courts, citizens and law makers.  Those fears are gradually being overcome by standardization and through continuing education of examiners and most of the credit goes to the American Polygraph Association.  For that, I commend each of you and hope that your efforts will continue.


Again, I thank you for your time this morning and hope your stay in Virginia will be a pleasant and productive one.  If my staff or I can be of assistance while you are here, please do not hesitate to ask.

